The first annual California Poppy Run. 3/31/07
 Well we need to re name the run as the California poppy less run; Mother Nature has been hard on the desert wildflower population this year. With only three inches of rain to date here in southern California the poppies were in short supply as we toured the high desert of Los Angeles county. 
 The day for me started about 5:30 AM as I stared into my cup of coffee and contemplated to ride to the run or to haul to the run?
 Pan Pan my 63 FL had a new wire harness with no test miles on my rewire job, it started & the lights worked was all I knew. The day was perfect for an early morning ride, so I set out on the 90 mile trip to Larry & Peggy’s home going against the wishes of my wife. I made it with only a minor delay as my clutch rod had moved a bit & need a quick adjustment when I gassed just before arriving @ my destination.
 The multitudes gathered prior to my arrival were, John Von Karvaly, Terry Stokes, Don White, Crazy Jim Frankel, Ed Minster, Ralph & Dawn Marie Burgess & some family guests were enjoying the coffee & muffins. Steven Wallace arrives a bit after me on his nice original paint 67 FL.

 On the road about 10:15 we had 9 bikes, with 10 up, Peggy piloted the trouble truck & the BMW full of guests was right behind.  We headed east on Sierra Hwy, skirted Palmdale & the stopped in Leona Valley for a pit stop. A left turn to the north had us headed into the desert land scape & around the Antelope Valley California Poppy reserve. There were a few Poppies to be seen but you had to look for them. Then we passed the desert woodland restoration project where the Desert Juniper & Joshua trees were in abundant supply. Next was a short jaunt on 138 & a left to the south as we headed towards Three points the scenery changed again as the scrub Oak turned to Oak & Pine trees. Our lunch stop was the Rock Inn in Lake Elisabeth. 
 After a fabulous lunch we headed back to the ranch. I had a problem with my ignition switch but was able to get it to work. It was a nice leisurely ride through some nice canyons. Back at Larry & Peggy’s we visited awhile then headed for home.

 About a third of the way home I stopped to top off my tank & my bike would not start. There was a problem @ the switch again. All I could think about is having to call & ask Judi to come get me 70 miles from home. It took a bit of fiddling to get it to turn but when it did start I was on my way & did not shut it down until I was home. All in all it was a successful 300 mile test ride. 

 John had the longest distance as he logged about 350 miles on his 70 FL. Ed enjoyed his first road run with the chapter. Steve had not been on a run with us for a while; It was nice to see him out. I heard that Stewart Campbell made the run but we never saw him. He showed up late, followed the map but cut a section out & went straight to the Rock Inn but did not wait long enough for us as we were still out on the route.

Good weather, Good friends, Good roads, made for a Good Day. Could have used a few more poppies, oh well maybe next year.
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